
 

 
 
 
 

09 March 2020 
 
 

AFRICAN CONTINENTAL FREE TRADE AREA (“AfCFTA”)  
AGREEMENT IMPLEMENTATION AND PHASE I NEGOTIATIONS –  

SCHEDULE OF SPECIFIC COMMITMENTS ON TRADE IN SERVICES 
 

1. The Nigerian Office for Trade Negotiations (“NOTN”) by a letter dated 02 

September 2019 invited the Nigerian Bar Association (“NBA”) to participate in the 

meetings on Nigeria’s Draft Schedule of Specific Commitments for the African 

Continental Free Trade Area (“AfCFTA”) Agreement as a member of the Nigerian 

Coalition of Services Industry.  Sequel to that invitation, on 06 February 2020, NOTN 

published a nationwide circular inviting “inputs from relevant stakeholders on the 

ongoing AfCFTA Phase I Negotiations in 5 priority service sectors”. 

2. Independent of the NOTN initiatives but apparently overarching them, the 

Federal Ministry of Industry, Trade and Investment (“FMITI”) on 20 February 2020 

informed the NBA of “the constitution of a National Action Committee (‘NAC’) to 

oversee” the “implementation” of the AfCFTA Agreement and invited the NBA to 

nominate a representative that would serve on the AfCFTA NAC.  According to the 

FMITI letter, “the mandate of the NAC shall be to coordinate relevant Ministries, 

Departments and Agencies (‘MDAs’) and stakeholder groups to implement the trade 

readiness interventions detailed in the AfCFTA Impact and Readiness Assessment 

Report including projects, policies and programmes to: 

i. “enhance productivity, increase production and service capacities on priority 

sectors and grow export trade capabilities of Nigerian businesses; 

ii. “improve trade-related infrastructure especially power, road and port 

infrastructure; 

iii. “improve trade environment including trade facilitation, ease of doing 

business, and ensure alignment between trade, fiscal and monetary policies; 

iv. “ensure enforcement of domestic and international trade rules; and 

v. “amend existing Acts and enact new bills as may be required”. 
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I should mention that, AfCFTA negotiations on trade and services amongst member 

States, as notified by NOTN, is ongoing and implementation is scheduled to take off 

in July 2020 which necessitates urgency in the consultative process that the NBA is 

now embarking upon.  

3. In response to both NOTN and FMITI letters, we nominated Mfon Usoro, a 

renowned trade law expert – her abbreviated profile is annexed to this Release and 

marked “Annexure A” – to represent the NBA both at the NOTN negotiation meetings 

and also at AfCFTA NAC.  With Mfon’s assistance, we prepared and submitted to 

NOTN the attached interim NBA memorandum dated 14 February 2020 – “Annexure 

B” hereto – in response to NOTN’s advertised invitation for “inputs from relevant 

stakeholders on the ongoing AfCFTA Phase I Negotiations in 5 priority service sectors” 

which includes legal services.  In acknowledgement of the far-reaching impact of 

these AfCFTA Phase 1 Negotiations, we pointed out in paragraph 5.4 of the NBA 

interim memorandum – “Annexure B” – that “the NBA is in the process of initiating 

formal consultations with all the relevant rule-making organs of the legal profession 

. . . on progressive liberalization of the legal profession in a manner that would not 

undermine or wholly prejudice the Nigerian legal practitioners”.  Our interim 

memorandum, I am pleased to state, has been very well received by NOTN and has 

informed the actions that it has so far taken in regard to trade in legal services’ 

negotiations. 

4. In fulfilment of the NBA’s commitment in our interim memorandum afore-

quoted, and the commitment specified in the Communique of our 2019 AGC arising 

from the Plenary on Cross-Border Trade in Legal Services, I have contacted the 

undermentioned eminent members of our Association and requested them and they 

have graciously accepted to serve on the Committee that would coordinate the NBA 

inputs both for the NOTN negotiations and the AfCFTA NAC activities.  The 

Committee members are: 

i. Mfon Ekong Usoro (Chairperson) 

ii. Nominee of the Honorable Attorney-General of the Federation and Minister of 

Justice (Member and representing the General Council of the Bar) 

iii. George Etomi (Bencher and Member) 

iv. Seni Adio, SAN (Member and Chairman, Section on Business Law) 

v. Theophilus Emuwa (Member and Partner, Aelex) 

vi. Representative of the NBA National Secretariat to be nominated by the NBA 

President 
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5. We owe these members and in particular, the Honorable Attorney-General of 

the Federation and Minister of Justice, Abubakar Malami, SAN (“HAGF”), a debt of 

gratitude.  I informally discussed the setting up of this NBA AfCFTA Committee with 

the HAGF on Friday, 06 March 2020 and he readily gave us his support and full 

commitment therefor and promised to send us the name of his nominee as soon as 

he receives our formal letter thereon.  The other members of the Committee have 

been carefully selected based on their experience and the value-addition they bring 

to the table.  Mr. Etomi, for example, serves with Mfon on the International Bar 

Association (“IBA”) Bar Issues Commission International Trade in Legal Services 

which, as the name implies, is the IBA body that deals with issues relating to 

international trade in legal services on behalf of the Association.  Seni, apart from 

being the Chairman of the Section on Business Law, is the Co-Chairman of the 

NOTN’s Nigerian Coalition of Services Industry for the Phase I AfCFTA Negotiations.  

In regard to Theo, it is common knowledge that Aelex has an office in Accra, Ghana 

and we are expecting him to have, from him and through him, the benefit of legal 

services exporting experience, in the context of the ongoing AfCFTA Negotiations. 

6. The Committee’s terms of reference are well captured in the NOTN advertised 

invitation – attached hereto as “Annexure C” – and the AfCFTA NAC set-out functions 

that are contained in the FMITI letter, as paraphrased in paragraph 4 of this Release.  

Within those boundaries, the NBA AfCFTA Committee will define its work modalities 

and invite inputs from all our members which would guide the NBA’s representation 

both at the NOTN Negotiations and at the NAC AfCFTA Agreement implementation 

oversight assignment.  Pending the publication of the Committee’s working 

modalities, members wishing to send their inputs to the Committee may address 

such inputs to the NBA President’s Office and hand-deliver or send same by courier 

to the NBA National Secretariat in Abuja.  Electronic versions of such inputs should 

also be sent to Mirabel Mosugu-Gabriel at mirabel.mosugu@nigerianbar.org.ng and 

copied to Edidiong Peter at Peter.Edidiong@nigerianbar.org.ng.  I look forward to 

robust contributions from our members on this critical AfCFTA assignments. 

 

 

Paul Usoro, SAN 
NBA President  
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SHORT BIO OF MFON EKONG USORO (MRS) 
 
 

 
 
 
Mfon Ekong Usoro holds an LL.M in Maritime Laws from University College London, an 
LLB (Hons) from the University of Buckingham, B.L (Hons) from the Nigerian Law School 
and a BSc (Hons) Sociology from the University of Calabar. She is on leave of absence as 
the Managing Partner of Paul Usoro & Co., a leading law firm in Nigeria. Usoro has 
extensive and current experience in trade in services, participation in negotiations at 
diplomatic meetings and achieving consensus for adoption of negotiated instruments 
amongst member States at the regional and continental levels.  

Relevant Regional, Continental and International Experience 

Usoro is the Secretary General of the Memorandum of Understanding on Port State 
Control for West and Central African Region (Abuja MoU) – an Inter-Governmental 
Organization operating under a Cooperative Agreement with the International Maritime 
Organization with full diplomatic status. The Abuja MoU comprises of 22 member States 
abutting the Atlantic from Mauritania to South Africa. As the Secretary General, Usoro 
established teams of experts from member States for the development of constitutive 
documents, port State Control procedures, takes the lead in negotiation and secures 
adoption of those documents by the member States and has successfully attained a high 
level of harmonization of procedures, implementation and coordination among the 
member States. She has held the position for over 8years. 

Mfon Usoro has at various times consulted for the African Union Commission. Working 
with a group of experts, she was pivotal to the drafting and negotiation of the African 
Union Maritime Transport Charter 2009. She is periodically invited by the African Union 
Commission Department of Infrastructure to participate in workshops/chair meetings 
held in Addis Ababa, Cairo etc. Usoro is a member of the African Network for Women in 
Infrastructure (ANWIn), an African Union Commission initiative.  
 
Consulted for UNEP [Nairobi] and UICN [Senegal] to work with two other consultants 
from South Africa and Togo for the revitalization of the Convention for Co-operation in 
the Protection and Development of the Marine and Coastal Environment of the West and 
Central Africa Region [Abidjan Convention]. 
 
Usoro was for several years, the sole Maritime legal consultant to the Maritime 
Organization for West and Central Africa (MOWCA), an inter-governmental body of 
countries in West and Central Africa headquartered in Cote d’ Ivoire. In that capacity 
produced the: 
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§ Memorandum of Understanding on the Establishment of a Regional Integrated 

Coastguard Network in the West and Central Africa Region 2008. As the 
Chairperson of the Ad-Hoc Committee on the Establishment of the Sub-Regional 
Integrated Coastguard Network negotiated and developed a consensus MOU 
among member States for presentation to and adoption by the Ministers of 
Transport of the sub-regional organization. 

 
§ Draft Framework for Sub-regional Cabotage and the Memorandum of 

Understanding on Sub-regional Cabotage in October 2001. 
Usoro was appointed in 2009 to chair the ministerial committee of the Maritime 
Organisation of West and Central Africa (MOWCA) regional Maritime Development Bank 
in 2009. 

For a period spanning over a decade, Usoro regularly attends meetings of the 
Implementation of IMO Instrument Sub-committee of the MSC Committee of the 
International Maritime Organization in London and has been privileged to chair twice the 
IMO Workshop for Secretary General and Database Managers of Regional Port State 
Control regimes.  

She for more than a decade has been actively involved in discussions on liberalization of 
legal services including attending meetings at the WTO as a member of the International 
Bar Association Bar Issues Commission, International Trade in Legal Services.  

Relevant National Experience 
 
Mfon Usoro is a trade law expert and represents the Nigerian Bar Association at the 
Nigerian Coalition of Services Industry (NCSI). Mfon was recently appointed the 
Chairperson of the National Consultative Forum on Trade and Trade Related 
Negotiations, NOTN. 

She was privileged to lead the brainstorming sessions at the services industry 
consultation on the Nigerian Draft Schedule of Specific Commitments organized by the 
Nigerian Office for Trade Negotiations in February 2020. She participated as a panelist 
in 2 panels at the recent National AfCFTA Forum on "Effective Implementation for 
Industrialization and Inclusive Economic Development in Nigeria" on 5-6 December 
2019 co-organized by the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA). 
 
At the level of the NBA and apart from representing the NBA at NCSI, Usoro was the 
Alternate Chairperson, NBA Liberalization of Legal Services Working Group (2012-2014) 
and past Chairperson, NBA Section on Business Law. 
 
Mfon Usoro is the pioneer Director-General and Chief Executive Officer of Nigerian 
Maritime Administration and Safety Agency, (NIMASA). Left the Agency in 2007. She is 
the chairperson of the Inter-Ministerial Committee for the Finalization of the National 
Transport Policy for Nigeria. 
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Corporate Boards 
 
Usoro currently serves as Chairperson, Board of Directors of TIB Asset Management 
Limited; a Non-Executive Director (Independent), on the board of The Infrastructure 
Bank Plc; a Non-Executive Director (Independent), on the board of First City 
Monument Bank Ltd; a Non-Executive Director, on the board of Board of Geometric 
Power Limited. 
 
National Honours 
 
Mfon Usoro was conferred with the Officier de L’Ord de Mono, a national honour of the 
Republic of Togo in 2002; and Chevalier de l’Ordre du Merite Maritime, a National honour 
of the Republic of Cote D’ Ivoire in 2015. 

 

Mfon Ekong Usoro 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 

20 February 2020 
 
 

MEMORANDUM OF THE NIGERIAN BAR ASSOCIATION TO 
THE NIGERIAN OFFICE FOR TRADE NEGOTIATIONS ON  

AFCFTA PHASE I NEGOTIATIONS – SCHEDULE OF  
SPECIFIC COMMITMENTS ON TRADE IN SERVICES 

 
1. Introduction 

1.1 The Nigerian Bar Association (“NBA”) represents and is the voice of the legal 

community in Nigeria.  The NBA is pleased to submit this Memorandum which 

reflects the position of the Nigerian legal community in regard to the consultative 

process that has been initiated by the Nigerian Office for Trade Negotiations (“NOTN”) 

on the AfCFTA Phase 1 Negotiations, specifically on the Schedule of Specific 

Commitments on Trade in Services as it relates to legal services. 

2.  Background 

2.1 NOTN by a letter dated 02 September 2019 officially invited the NBA to 

participate in the meetings on Nigeria’s Draft Schedule of Specific Commitments for 

AfCFTA as a member of the Nigerian Coalition of Services Industry.  On Thursday, 

06 February 2020, NOTN issued a nationwide circular inviting “inputs from relevant 

stakeholders on the ongoing AfCFTA Phase I Negotiations in 5 priority service 

sectors”.   

2.2 Legal Services is listed under Professional Services in the sub-sector classified 

as Business Services being one of the 5 priority service sectors under negotiation in 

the draft Nigerian Schedule of Specific Commitments on Trade in Services.  Member 

States of AfCFTA have fixed July 2020 for operationalization of the AfCFTA and the 

Schedules of Trade in Services was scheduled to be deposited in January 2020. 

2.3 It is noted that Legal Services is listed under the sub-sector A identified as 

Professional Services and grouped together with the following professional services: 
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• Accounting, auditing and bookkeeping services 

• Taxation services; 

• Architectural services; 

• Engineering services; 

• Integrated engineering services; 

• Urban planning and landscape architectural services; 

• Medical and dental services; 

• Veterinary services; 

• Physiotherapists and para-medical personnel 

2.4 The draft Schedule of Specific Commitments indicate the intention of NOTN 

to negotiate the commitments of all the above-listed professional services as one 

block under the Professional Services sub-group of the Business Services.  The 

understanding is that both the horizontal commitments and specific commitments 

covering the 4 modes of supply (i.e. a) cross-border supply; b) consumption abroad; 

c) commercial presence; and d) presence of natural persons) will be negotiated 

together under the professional services subsector which includes the services listed 

in paragraph 2.3 above. 

2.5 The NBA notes that AfCFTA and its structure is modelled after the WTO GATS 

which the NBA through the International Bar Association (“IBA”) has great familiarity 

with and competencies therefor.  AfCFTA adopts the WTO principles, safeguards and 

negotiation strategies.  Accordingly, there being no need to reinvent the wheel, the 

NBA adopts the negotiated position of the IBA which was agreed to in the negotiations 

between the WTO and the IBA where the WTO was persuaded to recognize the unique 

role of the legal profession and the need to separate negotiations on legal services 

from that of other professional services.  Paragraphs 3.1 to 3.4 of this Memorandum 

presents the summary of negotiations between the IBA and the WTO. 

2.6 As a guide, the sub-classes of legal services under which commitments could 

be entered as defined by the United Nations Central Product Classification 1991, 

Version 2.1, 2015 Revision (Legal and Accounting Services) and adopted by the WTO 

“Services Sectoral Classification List” are: 

a. Legal Advisory and Representation Services concerning criminal law; 

b. Legal Advisory and Representation Services concerning other fields of law 

(representation involves preparation of court processes and appearance in 

courts or tribunals); 
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c. Legal Documentation and certification services; 

d. Arbitration and conciliation services. 

3. Outcome of WTO Consultations with IBA 

3.1 Article VI.5 of GATS and the Decision on Professional Services1 requires WTO 

member States to “work in cooperation with relevant non-governmental 

organizations” and “relevant international organizations”.  At its meeting held in 

October 20022, the Working Party on Domestic Regulations (“WPDR”) agreed on 

Secretariat consultations with select international professional services 

organizations.  For the legal profession, the IBA was selected for consultation.  

Accountancy disciplines (rules, guidelines and measures) had successfully been 

negotiated under Financial Services and was recommended for use as a template for 

discussions to the legal profession and other professional services.  In December 

2002, WTO formally consulted IBA on the suitability of applying the Disciplines for 

Domestic Regulation in the Accounting Sector to the Legal Profession. 

3.2 WTO requested IBA for advice on three questions: 

• “Are there any elements of the disciplines which you consider are not 

appropriate for your profession?  If so, please, set out which and why you 

consider they are inappropriate.  Please, also suggest what changes will make 

them appropriate. 

• “Are there any points or areas which you consider are missing from the 

disciplines and which you feel should be included?  If so, please, indicate 

clearly what these are and why they should be included. 

• “Are there any elements of the discipline which you feel need to be improved?  

If so, please, set them out and why. 

3.3 The IBA WTO Working Group (a small group of trade experts renamed Bar 

Issues Commission International Trade in Legal Services – BIC-ITILS) has the 

primary responsibility of engaging WTO on behalf of the IBA.  The work of the IBA 

BIC-ITILS resulted in the IBA’s Resolution on Suitability of Applying to the Legal 
Profession the WTO Disciplines for the Accountancy Sector (2003). The 

Resolution was submitted to the WTO as representing a consensus of the world’s 

legal profession on the issues addressed.  IBA continues to be consulted on formal 

 
1 S/WPDR/M/1, June 1999 
2 S/WPDR/W/19 
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and informal basis by the EWTO and its inputs are accepted as the benchmark for 

international standards of the legal profession. 

3.4 Resolution on Suitability of Applying to the Legal Profession the WTO 

Disciplines for the Accountancy Sector (2003) was the outcome of direct 

consultations by the WTO.  The consensus was that the negotiations for the 

Accounting Disciplines are not suitable templates for the legal profession and the 

reasons that mandate treating the legal profession separately from other professions 

in trade negotiations were outlined.  Below is a summary of the Resolution and the 

reasons which advised against treating the legal profession the same as accountancy 

in the trade negotiations: 

• Recognition by the WTO WPDR of the core values peculiar and common to 

the legal profession: 

o Independence; 

o Confidentiality; 

o Prohibition against conflicts of interests; 

o Maintenance of high ethical standards. 

• Amendment of the Accountancy Discipline: 

o To include the core values, quality of the service, professional 

competence, and the integrity of the profession; 

o Regulatory structure of the legal profession; 

o Ethical and professional rules; 

o Definition of “necessary”, “qualification”, “licensing” used in 

Accounting Discipline as it relates to legal practice. 

4. Opinion of the NBA 

4.1 The NBA fully adopts the position of the IBA as agreed at the level of the IBA 

with the WTO and the justifications therefor (see paragraphs 3.1 to 3.4) and submits 

that it is important for negotiations on legal services under AfCFTA and ECOWAS to 

be separated from the negotiations on other professional services’ sub-sectors for the 

following additional reasons: 

a. The legal profession unlike other professional services performs an essential 

and unique role for the maintenance of the Rule of Law; 

b. The services that other professions perform unlike the legal profession do not 

vary as a general rule from country to country; 

Mobile User



 

 5 

c. The implementation of the Rule of Law which is essential for the 

administration of justice, protection of private businesses and rights of 

individuals depends on legal traditions which vary considerably from 

jurisdiction to jurisdiction unlike the universal standards obtainable in other 

professional services. 

4.2 Beyond the afore-mentioned areas and prior to agreeing on sector specific 

commitments, and the horizontal applicability of domestic rules to legal services, 

negotiation and discussions within the legal community span a wide range of issues 

and will include: 

• Language and words that should be used in the discipline which will respect 

the rights of the regulator to regulate; 

• Rules that will ensure that regulatory actions are based on objective and 

transparent criteria; 

• On scope, discussion on the need for a linkage or interaction between these 

disciplines and government policies/practices which has the result of 

effectively denying market access such as work permits/visas to professionals; 

• Whether there should be limited or full legal practice in host countries; 

• On transparency, the type and degree of measures that should be made 

publicly available; 

• On qualification and licensing, the issues of qualification and licensing 

requirements and procedures, recognition of foreign qualification and the 

obligations of regulatory authorities thereof; 

• On technical standards, the measures to be prescribed with the intent of 

fulfilling legitimate objectives.  What could be said to qualify as internationally 

recognized standards in the legal profession? 

• Supply of legal services on foreign and international law; 

• Any restrictions on supply of services in domestic law; 

• Allow the supply of legal services on domestic laws, foreign and international 

laws subject to licensing and qualification requirements; 

• Restrictions on the type of structures for cooperation between foreign and 

domestic law firms; 

• Other considerations peculiar to Legal Services. 

4.3 The position of the NBA is further underscored by the need to ensure that 

Nigeria does not unwittingly make commitments under the umbrella professional 
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services sub-sector without taking into account the peculiarities of negotiating 

market access and national treatment for legal services as enunciated by the IBA 

acting as the global voice of the legal profession. 

4.4 To demonstrate with just one simple example, the horizontal commitments for 

market access that applies generally to other professional services sub-sector is not 

applicable to legal services.  The Nigerian Legal Practitioners Act, Cap L11, Laws of 

the Federation of Nigeria 2004 (“LPA”) requires that only lawyers enrolled as solicitors 

and advocates of the Supreme Court having passed the qualifying bar examinations 

or by special warrant of the Chief Justice of Nigeria or the Attorney-General of the 

Federation are qualified to practice law or provide legal services in Nigeria.  

Registration at the Corporate Affairs Commission (a horizontal commitment) does not 

entitle one to practice or open a law firm in Nigeria. 

5. Conclusion 

5.1 The NBA is aware that we live in the age of service revolution, where services 

production has grown more rapidly than world agricultural production and 

merchandise trade and is the dominant economic activity in most countries 

particularly the developed world. 

5.2 The Nigerian legal services market is experiencing the impact of globalization 

on a daily basis in at least 3 modes of supply.  Foreign lawyers acting alone or with 

local counsel increasingly supply legal services to multinational, indigenous 

companies located in Nigeria, and government agencies through cross-border supply 

or by physical presence in country, or appearance in arbitration as arbitrators or 

counsel representing parties or by ways of foreign in-house counsel.  In effect, saver 

for the establishment of physical commercial presence through the opening of a 

branch office of a foreign law firm in Nigeria (mode 3), foreign lawyers supply legal 

services in Nigeria.  The NBA acknowledges that the governing legislation, the LPA, 

did not contemplate the effect of globalization on law practice or the 

internationalization of the supply of legal services in modes 1 to 4. 

5.3 To address this emerging trend, the relevant Resolutions of the NBA at its 

2019 Annual General Conference is reproduced hereunder: 

“Acknowledging the effect of a globalized business environment, the desire of 

Nigerian lawyers to build regional and global law firms and noting the 

inadequacy of the regulatory framework in Nigeria on the current and future 

realities of cross-border trade in legal services, the Conference resolved that the 
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NBA should work with the Office of the Attorney-General of the Federation and 

Solicitor-General of the Federation to amend existing laws and draft new laws 

to introduce appropriate innovative structures and models that will advance the 

developmental interest of Nigerian lawyers and legal services delivery 

standards.” 

5.4 The NBA is in the process of initiating formal consultations with all the 

relevant rule-making organs of the legal profession, to wit, Body of Benchers, General 

Bar Council, Council of Legal Education and the Body of Senior Advocates of Nigeria 

on progressive liberalization of the legal profession in a manner that would not 

undermine or wholly prejudice the Nigerian legal practitioner. 

5.5 With respect to the Draft Schedule of Specific Commitments presented by and 

under consideration by NOTN, subject to the afore-referenced NBA stakeholders’ 

consultations, the submission of the NBA is as follows: 

A. Exclude Legal Services from the ongoing negotiations by deleting it from the 

group of professional services listed in the Draft Schedule of Specific 

Commitments.  Listing of a service (commitment) in the Schedule means a 

country has granted market access and is legally bound unless otherwise 

specified.  That decision will be made based on the NBA consultations afore 

referenced. 

B. We note that Legal Services is not listed in Nigeria’s current Schedule of 

Specific Commitments in the WTO.  We note further that several countries in 

the continent and globally do not generally list Legal Services among their 

commitments in services for the reasons enunciated in this Memorandum.  

Nigeria’s negotiators should, therefore, in the first instance, adopt and present 

the request for removal of Legal Services from the Schedule as proposed in 

Item A above. 

C. However, in the event that key trading partners and countries with large 
economies in ECOWAS and AfCFTA have listed Legal Services in their 

Schedule of specific commitments, the Schedule for Legal Services for Nigeria 

should be as follows: 

Modes of Supply: 1) Cross-border supply; 2) Consumption abroad; 3) 

Commercial presence; 4) Presence of natural persons. 
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Horizontal Commitments: 

Commercial Presence 
3) Unbound, except as provided under the Legal Practitioners Act, CAP L11, LFN 
2004. 

Presence of Natural Persons 
4) Unbound, except as provided under the Legal Practitioners Act, CAP L11, LFN 
2004. 

Sector Specific Commitments 

Sector Limitation on 
Market Access 

Limitation on 
National Treatment 

Additional 
Commitment 

Legal 
services 

1. Unbound3, 
2. unbound, 
3. unbound, 
4. unbound 

1. unbound, 
2. unbound, 
3. unbound, 
4. unbound 

 

 

D. Exclude Legal Services from the commitments under e-commerce.  The 

guideline for e-commerce in legal services is currently being developed by the 

IBA BIC-ITLS which will guide the position of the global legal community 

including Nigeria on e-commerce.  E-commerce in legal services should, 

therefore, not be listed under the draft Schedule of Commitments. 

5.6 At the end of the internal stakeholders’ consultations, the NBA will submit to 

NOTN the specific commitments for Legal Services that will ensure that only market 

access and national treatment limitations or restrictions which reflect a broad 

consensus of critical stakeholders are entered in Nigeria’s Schedule of Commitments 

for Legal Services. 

5.7 The NBA commends the initiative by NOTN in the quest to ensure that its work 

products reflect the areas of concern and interest of the Legal Services sector and 

commits to work with and partner with NOTN towards achieving that goal. 

 

 

Paul Usoro, SAN 
NBA President 
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